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PREFACE

With the sole end to make more accessible the study of
Massechtah Middot, for both young and old in the French
Language, I have undertaken the writing of this translation. I thank
G-d for having allowed me to pursue this project to a successful
conclusion.

It is already a custom in many communities across the world
to study the Mishnah Tractate Middot during the “Three Weeks”
between the 17th of Tammuz to the 9th of Av. This study is
especially appropriate for this period which reminds us of the
destruction of our Beit-Hamikdash. Studying all the details of the
Beit-Hamikdash reawakens - our hope to see its ultimate
reconstruction, and our Sages have told us: 'G-d has assured us: |
will consider their studying this as if they are actually taking part in
the reconstruction of My Home.”

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Rav J.D.
Frankforter of Paris who agreed to read this text and whose
approval greatly encouraged me; I would also like to thank Mssrs.
R. Wilschanski, C. Nisenbaum and C. Benhamov for the invaluable
help thay gave me while editing this work. Similar thanks to Mr. P.
Sod, who translated this work from the French.

May ‘this work bring us to actively participate in the
forthcoming and ultimate reconstruction of the Third Temple.

Y.B.



NOTES TO THE READER

The author, has written according to the opinion of "Tiferet
Israel” when controversies arose between commentators, and has
retained the explanations of a Rishon, Rabbi Moshe Kaziss of
Mantua on technical details.

The references in the text have been added to direct the reader
who desires a fuller explanation of any particular detail. It is
recommended to the instructor to consult them (as well as
commentators such as Rashi on these references.) The footnotes are
notes to the translation of this text, to help clarify certain obscure
passages and can be found in the appendix at the end of the text.

The reader is informed that the diagrams, posters and the
floorplan are original and accurate to the smallest detail; in
addition, the floorplan of the Temple was redrawn many times and
corrected of many commonly made errors.



NITN HooON

YIUNSY P9

=

MISHNA 1. JR MVn

P33 WERD N33 oMY DIadD ninipn IwhW:
XY ©MPY3 aNFd) TRIB NP3 IR I OPLIR
Py — nyN N30 0 WY awen Yy — nyen oipy
STUYT WY nwnn Yy — awnn sioinn vpian var
J3IRT N2WR XY pInaR PRED VI VY — VI
M7 N°3 *1INK2 X) N9 NP3 TN

The Cohanim kept the watch [Numbers, 27:7] from three
places in the Temple! (Beit Hamikdash): from the Beit
Avtinass? (in the south of the Temple), from the Beit
Hanitsots (in the northwest) and from the Beit Hamokeid (in
the north).

And. the Leviim kept the watch from twenty one places:
five, (one) at (each) of the five gates (to the outer Courtyard)
of the Temple Mount; four, (one) at (each) of the four
interior corners (of the Temple Mount); five, (one) at (each
of) the five gates of the Azarah (the Inner Courtyard of the
Temple); four, (one) at (each) of its exterior corners?; one, in
the Chamber of Sacrifices; one in the (cooking) Chamber of
the Veil [Exodus, 26:31-34] of the Kodesh Hakodashim*; and
one behind the Beit Hakaporet [Exodus, 25:17-22] (which is also
in the Kodesh Hakodashim).
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The Chief [Proverbs, 8] of the Guard of the Temple Mount
inspected each and every guard. (Wall-mounted) torches
burned before him; if a guard did not stand up (at his
approach), he would call over to him: "Shalom Alecha”. If he
(the Chief of Guards) concluded that the other was asleep
(since he didn’t reply), he (the Chief) would hit him and had
the right to burn his clothing. And they used to say: What is
that noise in the Azarah. (The reply was:) That's the cry of a
. Levite who has been struck, and whose clothes have been set
on fire because he fell asleep on duty.

Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov says: One time they fc ~d my
maternal uncle asleep and they burned his clothing.

MISHNA 3. JA Mvn

Y73 AN WY W 3D N7 PR oYY IR
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There were five gates to the Outer Courtyard of the Tem-
ple: the two Gates of Chuldah (the prophetess) on the south
of the Temple (which were) used as entrances and exits; (the
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Gate of) Kifonos (near the rose garden) from the west (which
was) used as an entrance and exit; (the Gate of) Tadi from
the north (which) wasn’t used at all. The Eastern Gate, upon
which was sculpted the city of Shushan® [Ezra, 1:1-10)
Through this (gate) the Cohen Gadol who burned the Red
Heifer, the Red Heifer and all (Cohanim) who assisted (in its
burning) exited to (climb) the Mount of Olives (where the
Heifer was burned).

MISHNA 4. ST Mavn

8933 e piegs nwhW a1 ooagw nyav
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There were seven gates in the Azarah : three at the north,
three at the south, and one at the east.

In the South: the Firewood Gate (through which the
firewood for the altar was brought).

Next to it was. the Gate of the “Bechorot”” [Exodus,
13:1,12,15] (through which passed the “first-born” animals
that had been set aside for sacrifice).

And finally the Water Gate (through which water was
carried for the Succot libations).

To the east: the Gate of Nikanor ¢ (named after its
benefactor). Two chambers were connected to it, one to the
right, and one to the left: the chamber of Pinchas, the
Clothier (for the Cohanim), and the chamber of Chavitim

[Leviticus 6:12-16] (where the Cohen Gadol prepared twelve
loaves to be offered for sacrifice).

MISHNA 5. SN Mmvn
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And the northern ones : there was the Gate of the Spark
(which opened to the place where a fire was always
maintained in case the fire [Leviticus, 6:16] on the altar needed
to be rekindled). This gate formed a exedra, so to speak, with
an upper chamber built on top of it from where the Cohanim
maintained the watch, while the Leviim were below. A door
opened from the porch onto the Cheil (open space
surrounding the Temple). The second was the Gate of
Sacrifices (with a ramp for animals). The third was the Gate
to the Beit Hamokeid (a heated building in which a fire was
kept lit for the use of the Cohanim). See poster.

MISHNA é. JY o vn

TYR0Y NIMNS niivpd RIvG D3 P NdYR; YR
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And in the Beit Hamokeid (the heated building) there
were four chambers, like alcoves opening onto a main
room: two (were located on the extreme of the Temple, and
were, therefore) in the Kodesh (sacred) and two (were) in the
Chol (unconsecrated ground). The jaggedly-protruding
stones 12 (and the ends of the beams which protruded from
the walls of the Beit Hamokeid) demarcated between Kodesh
and Chol.

What was their function?
That in the Southwest: functioned as a pen for rams
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[Numbers, 28:1-4] just before their being sacrificed (at least six
rams were examined prepared and there.)

That in the southeast: was the chamber of the bakers of
the Lechem Haponim [Leviticus 24:5-9] (Showbread).

That of the northeast: The Chachmonaim (Hasmoneans)
buried there the stones of the altar (profaned [Exodus, 20:22] by
the Greeks.)

That of the northwest: the Cohanim prepared themselves
to go to the ritual bath there. See diagram A.

MISHNA 7. ST Mvn

0ING PN 2N MDD IR TRIRT nvaY g oYY oYy
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There were two gates to the Beit Hamokeid; one lead to
the Chayl the other to the Azarah. Rabbi Yehuda says: the
one that lead to the Azarah had a small door in it through
which they entered to inspect the Azarah.

MISHNA 8. JHh Mvn
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The Beit Hamokeid had a dome and was a large building.
Inside ?, around the perimeter there were low ledges of stone;
the elders of the Cohanim (who would perform the next days
service) slept below, and the keys to the Azarah were in their
keeping. The younger (priests) slept on the ground with a
blanket.
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(At the center of the Beit Hamokeid) there was a vault of
one cubit square covered by a slab of marble on top of which
was fixed a ring. And (on the interior surface of this covering
was) a chain on which the keys were hung.

When the time for closing ‘would arrive, the slab of
marble was lifted by the ring and the keys were taken from
the chain; the Cohen closed (the Azarah) from the interior
and a Levite slept on the outside (of the Beit Hamokeid). The
closing (of the gate) completed, he (the Cohen) replaced the
keys on the chain and returned the marble lid to its place. He
would lay his blanket (on the lid) and then sleep on it.

If one of them (the Cohanim sleeping in the Beit
Hamokeid) became impure [Leviticus, 15:15-18] he would exit
and travel through a passageway under the Temple. Lamps
burned on each side, and through here he arrived at the ritual
bath (where he purified himself). Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov
says: he followed a passageway under the Cheil and then
exited by the Gate of Tadi (at the north).

e/-:.:. N9
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The (platform of the) Temple Mount was five hundred
cubits square. The biggest section (of the mall around the
Temple) was in the south, its second (by length) was in the
east, its third was in the north, and its smallest (area of open
space) was in the west.

The biggest space was the most used.

MISHNA 2. /3 Mvn
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All who entered (the Inner Courtyard of) the Temple
Mount entered from and headed towards the right, exiting
from the left: except one to whom misfortune had befallen, in
which case he would enter from and head towards the left.
(He would be asked:) What is your sorrow that you go by the
left? (And he might answer:) I am in mourning. (To this they
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would reply:) May He who resides in this House comfort
you. If he said: I have been excommunicated. (They would
answer him:) May He who resides in this House sway them
(in your favor) and heal your differences — the opinion of
Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yossi would say to him: (By saying that)
you make people think that they sinned against him (through
excommunicating him). However (what one must reply to
him is): May He who resides in this House sway you, that
you may listen to the opinions of your colleagues, and then
(perhaps He) will heal your differences.

MISHNA 3. JA NN
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On its inside (of the walls of the Temple Mount) was
constructed a fence ten tefach (palms) high. There were
thirteen breeches in it, which the Greek Kings had made
(during their occupation of Israel); later (the Jews) fenced
them in again and decreed thirteen prostrations? (an
expression of gratitude, when one passes) in front of them.

On its (the fence’s) interior: the Chayl (an expanse and
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steps) ten cubits wide. There were twelve steps; each step had
a height of half a cubit and a length of half a cubit.

All of the steps (in the Temple) had a height of half a
cubit and a length of half a cubit, except those of the
Oolahm.

All of the gates and doorways there stood twenty cubits
tall and ten cubits wide, except those of the Oolahm.

All the gates were topped by a lintel,except the Gate of
Tadi, upon which sat two stones leaning on each other (in a
broken arch).

All the gates that were there had been recovered in gold,
except the Gate of Nikanor because a miracle was performed
through them (the panels of the gate). Others say: because
their copper shined (as if it were gold). ~

MISHNA 4. ST NIvn
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All walls (of the Temple) were tall, except the eastern
wall. This meant that a Cohen Gadol who burned the Red
Heifer while standing on top of the Mount of Olives could
turn towards the Gate of the Haychal (Inner Sanctuary) and

see the sprinkling of the blood (a high wall there would have
prevented this).

MISHNA 5. SN NMvn
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The Ezrat Nashim (an apse reserved for women) had a
length and ‘width of one hundred and thirty five cubits.
There were four chambers in its four corners, each forty
cubits square; they had no roof, and so will they be in the
future (in the third Beit Hamikdash, in the era of Moschiach),
because it is written in Yehezkiel [Ezekiel, 46:21-22], “He (an
angel) brought me into the Outer Court (that of the women)
and he had me pass the four corners of the Court. And
behold, a court at each corner of the Court. At the four
corners of the Court, encircled courtyards — Ketorot [Genesis,
19:25).” And “encircled” implies open-aired!

What was their function?

That of the southeast: was the chamber of the Nazirim &
[Numbers, 6:1-18] There, the Nazirim prepared their sacrifice
(when their vow of abstinence reached completion.) They cut
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their hair there, throwing it (into the fire) under the cauldron
(used in their service).

That of the northeast: was the firewood storeroom where
the blemished'Cohanim?® examined ([Leviticus, 21:16-23] the logs.
Every log with worms in it was rejected from use on the altar.

That of the northwest: was the chamber of the lepers
[Leviticus, 14:1-9] (after the Cohan declared their leprosy cured,
they would purify themselves in the Mikvah — ritual bath).

That of the southwest: Rabbi Eliezar ben Yaakov says: I
have forgotten what it is used for. Abba Shaoul says: it was
the storeroom for wine and oil; it was called the Beit
Shemeniyah (storeroom for oil).

The Ezrat Nashim was formerly a simple courtyard. Later,
a balcony was added, the women watched from above and
the men from below, so that they did not intermingle.

From there fifteen steps ascended to the Ezrat Israel (the
Courtyard of the Israelites) corresponding to the fifteen
(songs of) ascendants (which are found).in the (Book of)
Psalms [Psalms, 120-135], and upon them (the steps) the Leviim
chanted.

They were not rectangular but curved 1 in concentric
semicircles.
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In addition, there were storerooms " beneath the Ezrat
Israel, whose accesses were through the Ezrat Nashim. The
Leviim stored viclins, harps, cymbals and all the musical
instruments [Psalm, 150] there.

The Ezrat Israel was one hundred and thirty five cubits
long and eleven wide.

The Ezrat Cohanim (a Courtyard exclusively for the use
of the Cohanim) was also one hundred and thiry five cubits
long and eleven wide. The ends of the beams 12 (protruding
from the southern and northern walls) demarcated the Ezrat
Israel from the Ezrat Cohanim. Rabbi Eliazer ben Yaakov
says: There was a step of one cubit, on which was placed the
Dewchan (the platform), which itself consisted of three steps
of half a cubit in height (on them the Leviim chanted, and
from there, the Cohanim blessed [Numbers, 6:22-27] the people;
according to him,) the Ezrat Cohanim was elevated, therefore,
two cubits and one half from the Ezrat Israel.

The entire Azarah (the Courtyard, extending from the
Ezrat Israel until behind the Kodesh Hakodoshim) was one
hundred and eighty seven cubits long and one hundred and
thirty five cubits wide.
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There were thirteen prostrations 7 there. Abba Yosse ben
Channan says: They correspond to the thirteen gates (that
were located there).

(That is,) the southern gates near the west (were):

The Upper Gate,

The Firewood Gate,

The Gate of the First-born [Exodus, 13:1,12,15] (with a ramp
in front of it for animals),

The Water Gate. why was it called “The Water Gate”'?
Because through it they brought in the vessel of water for the
libation offering of Succot.

Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov says through there the water 13
trickled and there also will it flow in the future, beneath the
floor of the (third) Beit-Hamikdosh.

Facing (these) on the north side near the west:

The Gate of Yechoniyah,

The Gate of Sacrifices (with a ramp in front of it for
animals),

The Women’s Gate 14,

The Gate of Song.

Why is it called “the Gate of Yechoniyah”? Because
through it Yechoniyah went forth into exile.

Those on the east: the Gate of Nikanor, which had two
small doors one on it's right and one on it’s left.

And two to the west, but they had no name.

*
U
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The Mizbeyach [Exodus, 20:21-23] was thirty two cubits by
thirty two. It rose up one cubit !5 (there) and receded one
cubit, thus forming the Yessod (the base), reduced to thirty
by thirty; it rose five cubits and receded one cubit forming
the Sovev (an encircling ledge).

The (two) Kerens 5 (mounted cornerstones, cubes of one
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cubit per side, at the four corners of the upper platform,
three cubits above the Sovev) marked off a space of one cubit
on each side, leaving (a space of) twenty six by twenty six,
(included in this tally is) the place where the Cohanim
walked: of one cubit all the way around. It is found that the
Ma’arachah (the hearth, where the sacrifies were actually
burned) was twenty four by twenty four.

Rabbi Yossi says: Formerly, the Mizbeyach (built by
Shlomo) was only twenty eight cubits by twenty eight. Rising
with the described recedings, there remained therefore a
surface for the Ma’arachah of only twenty by twenty. And it
was when the Exiles returned (from Babylonia and rebuilt it)
that they extended it by adding four cubits to the south and
the west (onto the previously open space) in the shape of the
Greek letter gamma. As it is said [Ezekiel, 43:16) “And the
Ariel (alter): twelve cubits long by ‘twelve wide, in a
square...” — From this one can claim that it was only
twelve by twelve; but since it goes on to say "'(making a
square), on all four sides”’, we are informed that from the
center (of the altar) one must measure twelve cubits in each
direction.

A Red Line surrounded it at middle height to demarcate
(the spillings of) blood 5 to be done above, from the
(spillings of) blood below.

The Yessod ran the entire length of the north and the
entire length of the west, and extended one cubit (beyond the
end of the western side) into the south and (extended one
cubit beyond the end of the northern side) into the east. See
diagrams B and C.
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At the southwest corner (at the height of the Yessod)
there were two holes, like two thin nostrils, into which
flowed the blood poured onto the south and west sides of the
Yessod (into the Shittin, a vault beneath the Yessod) which
was then diluted in the Amah (a stream passing beneath the
Azarah) and which later flowed into the river Kidron. See
poster.
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At this same corner, at ground level, there was a slab of
marble covering an opening (the Shittin) of one cubit by one
cubit and a ring was affixed on it. One descended through
here to the Shittin to clean it (the blood from the holes).

On the south of the Mizbeyach was a Kevesh [Exodus,
20:23] (a ramp) which was thirty two cubits long by sixteen
wide; and on its western side was a cavity where they threw
the birds that had been intended as a sin-offering but could
not be offered because they had become ineligible (while
waiting to be burned in the Chamber of Incineration in the
Azarah). See Diagram D.
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The stones [Exodus, 20:21] for both the Kevesh and for the
Mizbeyach came from the valley of Beit Kerem. They dug
down until they reach virgin soil, from which entire blocks of
stone were extracted, (that is, stones) upon which no iron tool
had been used; because iron disqualified (the stones simply
by) touching (them, and any type) of blemish (disqualified
(them) from any use (whatsoever).

If one stone was damaged, it alone was disqualified but
the others ¢ (even if they were bunched together with it)
were still qualified.

They were whitened (with plaster) twice in a year, at
Pessach and at Succot, but the Haychal (the entire Beit
Hamikdash) one time, at Pessach. Rabbi-says: Every Erev
Shabbat, they were cleaned with a cloth, because of the blood
(from the sacrifices). Plaster. was not applied with an iron
trowel, to avoid a contact, which would make them invalid.
Since iron lends itself to uses which shorten a man’s life and
since the Mizbeyach was created to extend the life of man
[Leviticus, ch. 4 and 5] it is not therefore logical to associate that
which shortens with that which lengthens.

MISHNA 5. /N NN
YR VY oM WY — nam YW NiDyh ¢ nivaw

POnY Y — WY WY Sy nyzr commiR w) vaK

YoY) Lpame YW hiisy? my ool n°3 o°WIRR ny

NPIRIRY TR PY IR DY YR rep ovmny miny

MY PR PP OTR AWOW BN pvaap g YR YW

PIY W BY nlanew Y poewend YR ogpy mn)
RelatioVh



22 MASSECHTAH MIDDOT - CH, 3

On the northern side of the Misbeyach, there were rings,
six rows of four; according to some, four rows of six. There
the (animals alloted for) sacrifice were slaughtered. The
slaughtering area was at the north of the Mizbeyach, eight
low columns, each of which had mounted 17 on top of it a
square of cedarwood with metal hooks in it, three rows on
each (at three different heights. Alternative explanation: on
three sides of the blocks of wood, except at the west so that
the Cohen would never turn his back to the Kodesh
Hakodashim.) The animals were hung from  there and
dismembered (placing the l.imbs and inwards) on the marble
tables (installed) between the columns. See poster.
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The Kiyor 9 (basin with faucets [Exodus, 30:17-21) used for
the ablutions of the Cohanim) was between the Oolahm and
the Mizbeyach (extending) towards the south.

The distance between the Oolahm and the Mizbeyach was
twenty two cubits and there were twelves steps there. The
height of the steps was one half a cubit and the tread (depth)
was one cubit. (Their arrangement) was: two steps of one
cubit then a Roved (landing) of three (cubits depth), two
steps of one cubit then a Roved of three (cubits depth), (and
the fourth and) highest (set of three steps): two steps of one
cubit and a Roved of four (cubits depth). Rabbi Yehudah
says: The highest (set of steps) was: two steps of one cubit
and a Roved of five (cubits depth). See diagrams E and F.
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The Gate of Oolahm had a height of forty cubits and a
width of twenty cubits. Five oak beams were mounted above
it. The lowest (beam) extended one cubit beyond one side of
the door and the other, the one above it extended one cubit
beyond this side and the other (and so forth). Consequently,
the highest (beam) measured thirty cubits. There was a row
of stones between each. See diagram G.
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Beams of cedar were fixed bewteen the wall of the
Haychal and the wall of the Oolahm, to prevent them from
leaning (because of their great height). Chains of gold were

hung from the roof of the Oolahm; young Cohanim climbed
them to see the crowns (the chandeliers of gold, placed in the
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windows of the Haychal). About this it is said [Zackariah, 6:14]
“..and the crowns will be for (their donators) Chelem,
Toviah, Yedayah and Chen ben Tsefaniah, as a memorial in
the Haychal of G-d.”

A vine of gold [Chullin, 92-b an allusion to the Jewish people]
hung in the entrance to the Haychal, and it “grew” around
supporting poles (of gold, like a living vine). Whoever
wanted to make a present of a leaf, a berry or a cluster would
bring it and then hang it. Rabbi Eliezer ben Tsaddok says: It
happened that (it was displaced) and three hundred Cohanim
had to be summonned (to move it). See diagram G.
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The entrance to the Haychal had a height of twenty
cubits and width of ten. There were four doors there : two
interior and two exterior as it is said [Ezekiel, 43:23:] ""two doors
for the Haychal and two for the Kodesh”. The exterior doors
opened inwardly (in the doorway) towards the door, covering
the thickness of the wall. Similarly, the inner doors opened
inwardly covering the walls behind them; in effect, the entire
sanctuary (the Haychal and the Kodesh Hakodashim) was
covered with gold, except the walls behind the doors. Rabbi
Yehuda says: in the doorway the (four) doors. And they were
like Persian ones, folding up back to back. (From one side to
the other the six cubits of the doorway), this (panel) covered
two cubits and one half and that (panel) covered two and one
half cubits, leaving a one half cubit space on one side and a
one half cubit space on the other. As it is said [Ezekiel, 43:24],
“Two leaves to these doors; two folding panels, two to this
door and two to the other.” See diagrams H and I.
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There were two small doors in the Great Doors (of the
Haychal), one on the north and one on the south. No one
ever passed through the southern one, as is explained in
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Ezekiel, where it is said [Ezekiel, 44:2), “And G-d said to me:
Let this door stay closed, let no one ever open it, and let no
man pass through it, because the Lord, G-d of Israel; enters
through it; it shall stay closed.” He (the Cohen) took the key,
opened the (northern) small door and entered the
antechamber (the cell located in the northeast corner of the
walls) and from this antichamber (walked) to the Haychal.
Rabbi Yehuda says: (In a corridor) within the wall he walked
until he found himself standing between two gateways (The
Great Door and the Haychal), then he opened the outer
(doors) from the inside and the inner (doors) from the
outside. See diagrams H, I, and K.
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There were thirty eight compartments there (surrounding
the Haychal), fifteen on the north, fifteen on the south and
eight on the west. (Those) on the north and south were: five
above five and five more above them. (Those) on the west
were: three above three and two more above them. Each and
every (compartment) had three openings: one to the
compartment on the right, one to the compartment on the
left, and one to the compartment above. And (the
compartment) in the northeast had five openings: one to the
compartment on the right, one to the compartment above,
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one to the Messibah (a suspended stairway), one (on its left)
to the (northern) small door, and one to the Heychal. See
diagram L.
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The lowest (compartment was) five (cubits long) and its
Roved (ceiling) was six (because the inner wall of the
compartments receded inwardly one cubit per story; it's
ceiling was the floor for) the middle compartment of six
(cubits) which had a Roved of seven cubits; and (by the same
principle) the upper compartment (measured) seven (cubits),
as it is said [Kings I, 6:6], The floor of the lowest (compart-
ment) was five (cubits) wide and the intermediate (one had a )

width of six and the uppermost (had a) width of seven.”” See
diagrams L and M.
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And the Messibah rose from the northeast corner to the
northwest (of the Haychal, and) through it one climbed onto
the roof of the compartments. One mounted the staircase
when facing west, travelling the length of the north side (of
the Haychal) until arriving at the western side. Once at the
western side, one turned to the south and walked (over the
roof of the compartments of) the entire western side until he
arrived at the southern (side). On the southern side, he
turned to the east (and) walked up the length of the southern
(side) until arriving at the entrance to the Aliyah (upper
floor). The door to the Aliyah opened to the south.

At the entrance to the Aliyah, there were two posts of
cedar wood (forty five cubits high, with rungs between them)
and through their use one mounted onto the roof of the
Aliyah. From (the floor) of the Aliyah protruded the ends of
the beams which demarcated!? between the Kodesh and the
Kodesh Hakodashim (upon which one was standing). There
were trapdoors opening between the Aliyah and the Kodesh
Hakodashim, through which workmen were lowered in boxes
(dangling from ropes, allowing each to see only in front of
himself, the wall to be repaired) so that each would not
satisfy his curiosity towards looking at the Courtyard of the
Kodesh Hakodashim. See diagrams M, N and O.
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The Haychal was one hundred (cubits) by one hundred,
with a height of one hundred (cubits). (Its) foundation six
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cubits, its height (inside) forty cubits. The Kiyor (the gilded
ornamental ceiling of the Kodesh): one cubit, the Beit Dilfah
(crossed support beams of thick wood): two cubits, the roof
(stone undersupport for the Ma’azivah, which was the floor
of the Aliyah made of plaster): one cubit, the Ma’azivah: one
cubit, the (inside) height of the Aliyah: forty cubits, the
Kiyor: one cubit, the Beit Dilfah: two cubits, the roof: one
cubit, the Ma’azivah (above the roof): one cubit, the parapet
(on the top of the entire Haychal): three cubits, the Anti-Bird
Guard!®: one cubit (which prevented birds from resting or
nesting). Rabbi Yehuda says: The Anti-Bird Guard was not
included in the tally, but the parapet was four cubits (tall).
See diagrams M, N and O.
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(All told, the Haychal was) from east to west, one hun-
dred cubits.
(That is:) the wall of the Oolahm: five cubits, the Oolam:
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eleven, the wall of the Haychal: six, the interior (of the
Kodesh): forty cubits, the curtain of the Kodesh
Hakodashim: one, and the Kodesh Hakodashim: twenty, the
wall of the Haychal: six, the compartments: six, and the wall
of the compartments: five.

From the north to south, seventy cubits. (That is:) the
wall of the Messibah: five cubits, the Messibah: three cubits,
the wall of the compartments: five, the compartments: six,
the wall of the Haychal: six, the inner width (of the
Haychal): twenty cubits, the wall of the Haychal: six, the
compartments: six, the rainwater gutter!?: three cubits, and
the wall: five. The Oolahm extended beyond it (in two wings)
fsfteen cubits to the north and fifteen cubits to the south,
which was called the Beit Hachalifot; it was there that (the
Cohanim) kept the knives (used for the sacrifices). The
(entire) Haychal (was) narrow in the rear and wide in front,
and (has a shape) similar (to a) lion, as it is said [Isaiah, 29:1],
"“Behold, Ariel, lion of G-d, gracious city of David.”” (That is
to say,) just as a lion is wide in front and narrow behind, so
too the Haychal (was) wide in front (one hundred cubits) and
narrow in back (seventy cubits). See Diagram K.
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The entire Azarah had a length of one hundred and
eighty seven (cubits) and a width one hundred thirty five
(cubits). From east to west: one hundred eighty seven (cubits;
that is:) the peoples’ gallery (Ezrat Israel): eleven cubits, the
gallery of the Cohanim: eleven cubits, the Mizbeyach: thirty
two cubits, between the Oolahm and the Mizbeyach: twenty
two cubits, the Haychal: one hundred cubits, and eleven
cubits behind the (Beit) Hakaporet. See Beit Hamikdash
Floorplan.
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From north to south one hundred and thirty five (cubits,
that is:) the Kevesh and the Mizbeyach: sixty two (cubits),
from the Mizbeyach to the rings: eight cubits, the area of the
rings: twenty four, from the rings to the tables: four, from
the tables to the low columns: four, from the low columns to
the wall of the Azarah: eight cubits, and the remaining space
(twenty four cubits) corresponds to the distance between the

Kevesh and the (southern) wall, and to the area occupied by
the low columns. See Beit Hamikdash Floorplan.
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Six chambers were (adjacent) to the Azarah??: three on
the north and three on the south.

The northern ones: the Salt Chamber, the Chamber of
Parvah?°, and the Chamber of the Rinsers.

The Salt Chamber: salt for the sacrifices was stored there.

The Chamber of Parvah: the hides of the sacrifices were
salted there. And on its roof used to be the ritual bath used
by the Cohen Gadol on Yom Kippor.

The Chamber of the Rinsers [Leviticus, 1:13]: they removed
and rinsed the entrails of the sacrifices there. From there, a
ramp climbed up to the roof of the Chamber of Parvah.
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The southern ones: the Wood Chamber, the Chamber of
Golah (of the Reservoir), and the Chamber of Gazit (made
from hewn stones).

The Wood Chamber: Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov says: |
had forgotten what it was used for. Abba Shaoul says: (it
was) a resting place 21 for the Cohen Gadol. It was located
behind the other two; there was a common roof to all three.

The Chamber of Golah: there was a permanent well 1
found there with a wheel (to be used to draw water from the
well) mounted above it. From there (the cistern next to it,
which was filled from the well) the entire Azarah was
supplied with water.

The Chamber of Gazit 22: the Great Sanhedrin of the
Israelites sat there and gave judgements on problems [Leviticus,
21:16-23) relating to the Kehounah (priesthood). A Cohen who
had been found unqualified (to carry out his tasks) dressed
himself in black, wrapped himself in black, and exited (from
the Temple), going his way (home).

(As for a priest) for whom no (reason) was found to
disqualify (him), he would dress in white [Exodus, 29:27-29],
wrap himself in white, enter and perform his service with his
brothers, the Cohanim. A feast was prepared (in his honor),
since (the Great Sanhedrin) did not find (cause) to disqualify
any of the lineage of Aaron Hacohen; and they said: May the
Eternal [Numbers, 18:1-8] be blessed; May He be blessed since a
disqualification ‘was not found in the lineage of Aaron.
Blessed be He for having chosen Aaron and his sons to stand
before Him and take on the service of G-d in the House of
the Kodesh Hakodashim. See Floorplan and Posters.
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APPENDIX

1. Beit Hamikdash, the Temple in Jerusalem, built on
Mount Moriah. David determined its correct location through
Divine Indications and his son Solomon built it. It was
destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, then rebuilt, sixty nine years
later, by Nehemiah, Zerobabel and the Exiled who had
returned from Babylonia. It was destroyed again four
hundred and twenty years later, nineteen hundred years ago,
by Titus, in 68 C.E.

2. Beit Avtinass, from the name of a family of Cohanim
who prepared the Incences. They alone were capable of
mixing all of the component herbs and scents properly.

3. The Leviim stood guard over the four external
corners of the Azarah, because one could neither sit nor sleep
inside the Great Azarah. For this reason also the low stone
ledges in the Beit Hamokeid were located only in the Chol,
unconsecrated area.

4. The location of the Chamber of the Veil is not known
with certainty. Some of our Sages think that it was one of the
thiry eight compartments which ‘encircled the Haychal.

5. The city of Shushan was reproduced above the
Eastern Gate, as an expression of gratitude to Cyrus for the
help he gave to the Exiles of Zion during their return to
Israel.

6. The Gate of Nikanor, through which a miracle was
performed during their transport from Alexandria, Egypt
(where the doorpanels were forged) to Acco, Israel. The
sailors, in the middle of a storm, threw one panel overboard.
Miraculously, it floated onto the beach of Acco, having
followed the boat on which Nikanor had hung the other door
to prevent the sailors from throwing it, too, overboard.

7. The Thirteen Prostrations were performed while
turning towards the Kodesh Hakodashim, honoring G-d,
Resident of this Dwelling, who had returned His Temple into
the hands of His Children.
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8. Nazir, a person taking a vow neither to cut his hair
nor to drink wine or any other intoxicating beverage. In this
chamber took place the final ceremony of his abstinence.

9. Crippled Cohanim could not take part in the Divine
Service, properly speaking. Instead, they were given tasks
which aided the Service.

16. The steps of the Ezrat Nashim were "“round”,
thereby permitting more Leviim to chant or play a musical
instrument while standing on them.

11. In the two compartments on the sides of the Ezrat
Nashim, the Leviim learned their music and rehearsed their
chants. They practiced there so that no one would hear them
practice the sacred music of the Beit Hamikdash.

12. This system of demarcation is used to remind a
person that he must be more holy before crossing from one
place to another.

13. "There the water trickled and there also will it
flow,” makes an allusion to the Torah which, with neither
pause nor break, as strongly today as yesterday, flows from
its source "the Aron Hakodesh’’, and will flow again from
this same spot in the era of Moshiach.

14. Women who brought a sacrifice entered through
this door, recited, according to custor, the prescribed passage
which described the sacrifice, and layed their hands on the
sacrifice.

15. . The blood from certain sacrifices is poured on the
Keren and certain others on the Yessod, from which come the
items "high blood”” and ""low blood”.

16. The Mizbeyach, being a complete unit, leads one to
think that if one of its stones had become damaged, it would
have been necessary to remake the entire Mizbeyach. The
Mishna tells us specifically that this is not the case.

17. The blocks of cedarwood were not attached to the
low columns. They were placed upon them, because it is
forbidden for any wood that is built into the Beit Hamikdash
to be seen.

18. The Anti-Bird Guard, because birds’ resting there
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would result in birds’ corpses’ (which are impure) lying on
the roof. The guard was also necessary because abandonned
birds’ nests on the roof of the Haychal would make it seem
that the Haychal itself was either empty or abandonned.

19. The roofs of the Haychal were inclined slightly to
allow rainwater to drain off into the rainwater gutter. The
rainwaters then joined the Amah, a stream running beneath
the Azarah. It is important to note that the Kiyor was placed
in this stream each night, because the water it contained had
become impure from the ablutions of the Cohanim. and
required contact with these purifying waters.

20. Beit Parvah, named after a sorcerer named Parvah
who hid himself here the night before one year’s Yom Kippor
to observe the service the Cohen Gadol would perform the
next day. Needless to say, he was put to death after being
discouvered. Some reject this derivation and relate the name
“Parvah’” to ""Par”” and “Parah’” (bull, cow) since the hooves
of these animals were accumulated there.

21. The Wood Chamber, or the Chamber of Palhedrin,
where the Cohen Gadol lived seven days before Yom Kippor.
Certain commentators place this chamber completely in the
Chol for the same reason as in the blocks of cedarwood (noté
17), although others hold that it straddled the Sacred and the
Non-Sacred.

22. The Chamber of Gazit, which also was partly
situated in the Chol so that the members of the Sanhedrin
could sit.

23. The six Chambers of the Azarah straddled the Ezrat
Israel and the Ezrat Cohanim.

Although the Mishnah reads, “three to the north, the
Chamber of Parvah, the Salt Chamber and the Chamber of
the Rinsers, and three to the south: the Chamber of Golah,
the Wood Chamber and the Chamber of Gazit,” all
commentators reverse this orderr. Elsewhere, the Talmud
resolves this difficulty (Yoma, 19).
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All measurements are in cubits and the
Hebrew letters correspond to the Key for
the Floorplan of the Temple.
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B. — The Mizbeyach : view from the northern side.
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C. — Le Mizbéa’h: plans de dessus.
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G. — Porte du Qulam : vue intérieure.
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MASSECHTAH MIDDOT

KEY

: The Temple Mount.

: Two southern gates, Gate of Chulda, the prophetess.

: Gates of Shushan, in the south.

: Small Sanhedrin, of twenty three judges.

: Gate of Tadi, named after its builder or after  the

infrequent use of this Gate, which has given it the name
“Gate of Discretion”.

Gate of Kifonos, of (Greek) floriculture, because it
opened onto the Rose Garden, to the west.

The Soreg, a fence ten tefach (palms) high, with an
opening in front of each gate to the Temple. It served to
remind impure or lay persons not to enter.

: The Chayl, a ten cubit-wide perimeter of steps. They

served as a resting place because no one was permitted to
sit in the Beit Hamikdash.

: The Eastern Gate, principle entrance to the Beit

Hamikdash.

The Ezrat Nashim, the apse for women, a surface of one
hundred thirty five cubits square. Mounted on its walls
were balconies in which the women stood during Succot
to watch the Libation Offerings.

: Southeast compartment, of the Nazirim, people having

taken a vow neither to drink any alcoholic beverages nor
to cut his own hair.

Northeast compartment, for wood which was used on
the Mizbeyach and in the Beit Hamokeid.

Northwest compartment, of the lepers, with a ritual bath
where they immersed themselves to purify themselves.

. Southwest compartment, for the oils used in the

Menorah and the lanterns, also for the wine for the
Libation Offerings accompanying certain sacrifices.
Second Small Sanhedrin, of twenty three judges.
Fifteen steps, where the Leviim stood when they played
their musical instruments.
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Two compartments, on the right and left of the steps,
where the Leviim placed their musical insturments and
where they rehearsed their accompanying music.

: The Gate of Nikanor, named after its benefactor.
v

The two small doors, serving as an exit, so that one did
not turn his back to the Haychal.

The two compartments adjacent to the Gate of Nikanor,
the one on the right being the compartment of Pinchas
the (priestly) Clothier.

That of the right, for the preparation of the Bread of
Chavitim.

The Ezrat Israel, whick was eleven cubits wide and one
hundred thirty five long.

Row of stones protruding from the ground, indicating
the border of the Ezrat Israel.

Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov held that a one cubit high step
was located here.

The Dewchan, platform of three steps, each one half
cubit high. The Leviim stood on them to chant during
the sacrifices, and the Cohanim stood on them when
they blessed the people.

The six compartments of the Ezrat Israel.

The Chamber of Gazit (made from hewn stones), where
the Sanhedrin of seventy one judges sat.

The Wood Chamber, where the Cohen Gadol rested
during the seven days before Yom Kippor.

The Chamber of Golah, where water was drawn from a
well for the Beit Hamikdash.

Salt Storehouse. Salt was needed for the sacrifices.
The Chamber of Parvah, where the hides from the
sacrifices were tanned. Above was the Mikvah for the
Cohen Gadol.

The Chamber of the Rinsers, where the entrails of the
sacrifices were removed. There was a ramp which led up
to the Mikvah of the Cohen Gadol.

The Water Gate, through which the vessel of water for
the Libation Offering on Succot was carried.
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On the roof of the Water Gate, there were two
compartments. One was the chamber of Avtinass, where
the incense was prepared, and the other was the Mikvah
of the Cohen Gadol.

The Gate of the First-born, through which the first-
born animals were brought on Shavuot.

Firewood Gate, through which the firewood was
brought in.

The Upper Gate, whose use is not mentioned in the
Mishna.

Eleven cubits behind the Kodesh Hakodashim.

The two Western Gates, whose use is not mentioned in
the Mishnah, although they did lead to the Rose
Garden.

The Gate of the Nitsots (light), where a fire was always
maintained to relight the fire of the Ma’arachah, if it
went out.

The Gate of Sacrifices, through which the important
sacrifices were lead before being slaughtered at the
north.

The Women’s Gate, through which the women entered
to present their sacrificial offering for slaughter.

The Beit Hamokeid, a large building consisting of a
centrally-heated main room, which the Cohanim used,
and four adjacent compartments. _
Eight low columns, from which the meat of the
sacrifices was hung.

Eight marble tables, where the entrails of the sacrifices
were placed.

Twenty four rings, to which the animals ready for
sacrifice were attached.

: The Mizbeyach, where the sacrifices were burned.
m:

The Kevesh, a ramp leading to the hearth of the
Mizbeyach.

: On the west side of the Kevesh, there was a window

into which domesticated birds, such as pigeons and
doves, were placed, to burn them.
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Tiie marble lid on the ground, under which was the
Shittin, the cavity into which the blood ran.

Two tables west of the Kevesh, one of silver and one of
marble. The utensils used for the sacrifices were
deposited there.

The Kiyor, washbasin for the ablutions of the Cohanim.
The twenty two cubits between the Mizbeyach and the
Oolahm, divided into a stairway of twelve steps.

The Wall of the Oolahm, one hundred cubits high.
The Gate of the Oolahm, without door-panels.
Tapistries and fringes were hung there. Five oak beams
were mounted above it.

The Oolahm, one hundred cubits long and eleven wide.
The two lateral wings, fifteen cubits by eleven, which
constituted the Beit Hachalifot, where the knives were
kept.

The thirty eight compartments which encircled the
Haychal.

The Loul (chicken coop), where small sacrifices could be
slaughtered.

The Messibah, suspended stairway leading to the roof
of the compartments.

Rainwater drain.

wide.

The trap-door to go on the roof of the Aliyah.

The Parapet.

The Anti-Bird guard, covering the entire roof, so that
birds would neither rest nor nest there.

Veil of the Kodesh Hakodashim.

Roof of the Haychal, four layers thick: one cubit of
gilded ornamental rafters, two cubits of support beams,
one cubit of stone and one cubit of floor tiles for the
upper story.

Kodesh.

Kodesh Hakodashim.
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The Shittin
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